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Independent Level Texts 
❏ Students are considered 

independent when they read 

with 96% accuracy, fluency, and 

comprehension 

❏ Research shows students need 

time working with texts at this 

level to make gains as readers 

❏ Teachers instruct students at 

this level on various goals 

during reading conferences 

and strategy groups 





Plot and Setting 
❏ Monitor for meaning (stop and think as you read) 

❏ Visualize action or “make a movie in your mind” 

❏ Retell major events or summarize 

❏ Understand problem/ conflict and solution/ resolution 

❏ Visualize setting 

❏ Track changes in setting & how it impacts events 

❏ Synthesize cause and effect 



Thinking about Characters 
❏ Infer about character’s feelings, and synthesize changes in those feelings 

❏ Infer about character traits and synthesize changes in traits 

❏ Form character theories or interpretations 

❏ Understand not only the main character but also secondary characters 

❏ Infer to explain relationships between characters 



                  Understanding Themes and Ideas 
❏ Identify the underlying idea, moral, or lesson in                                                    

the story 

❏ Determine importance to be able to pay                                                             

attention to events in a longer text 

❏ Understand symbolism (how the people, places,                                                                                

or objects represent something beyond their                                                                      

physical description). 



What Does That Look Like at Different Levels? 
Plot and Setting 

 
C/D/E F/G/H I/J K/L/M N/O/P 

Use pictures to 
figure out setting & 
problem 
 
Retell stories 
(B/M/E) 
 
 

Identify setting 
 
Identify simple 
problem/ solution 
 
Sequence simple 
events to retell 
stories 
 
 

Include story 
elements (character, 
setting, problem, 
attempts to solve 
problem, and 
resolution) in 
retelling 
 
 

Identify setting 
(usually familiar) 
 
Identify the main 
problem 
 
Summarizes 
(versus retell) 

 

Identifies how the 
setting is important 
to the text 
 
Identifies more than 
one main problem 
 
Summarizes  
(Somebody… Wanted… 
But… So...) 



What Does That Look Like at Different Levels? 
Plot and Setting 

 
Q/R/S T/U V/W/X 

Describes the setting with specific 
detail (may be unfamiliar) and how 
it’s important to the plot 
 
Identifies more than one main 
problem 
 
Summarizes (SWBS) 

 

Describes the setting with specific 
detail (unfamiliar) and how it’s 
important to understanding the 
plot and character development 
 
Retells (complex plot with multiple 
story lines) 
 
Identifies symbolism 

 

Describes the different settings 
with specific detail (unfamiliar) and 
how it’s important to 
understanding the plot and 
character development 
 
Retells (complex plot with multiple 
story lines) 
 
Identifies literary devices 
(symbolism, flashbacks, stories 
within stories, figurative language) 

 



What Does That Look Like at Different Levels? 
Character 

 
C/D/E F/G/H I/J K/L/M N/O/P 

Main character 
 
Use pictures to 
identify character 
feelings 

Use pictures and 
dialogue to identify 
character feelings 
and obvious traits 

Make inferences 
about characters 
feeling based on 
text. 
 
 

Describe complex 
characters based on 
what they do, think, 
and say (traits). 
 
Identify how those 
characters change in 
a text. 

Describe different 
sides to character(s). 
 
Identify how character 
has changed and/or 
lesson learned 
 
Identify how 
secondary characters 
affect the main 
character. 



What Does That Look Like at Different Levels? 
Character 

 
Q/R/S T/U V/W/X 

Describes multiple complex 
characters (good and bad traits, 
that change and develop over time) 
and infers traits with text support  
 
Identifies reasons for character 
change 

Describes multiple complex 
characters (good and bad traits, 
that change and develop over time) 
and infers traits with text support  
 
Identifies reasons for character 
change 
 

Describes multiple complex 
characters (good and bad traits, 
that change and develop over time) 
and infers traits with text support  
 
Identifies reasons for character 
change 
 
Identifies heroic or larger-than-life 
(represent symbolic struggle of 
good and evil) characters 
 
 
 
 



What Does That Look Like at Different Levels? 
Themes & Ideas 

 
C/D/E F/G/H I/J K/L/M N/O/P 

 
N/A 

 
N/A 

Talk about what 
is learned from 
the characters, 
problem, and 
resolution of 
problem 

Identify the 
universal/familiar 
theme of text 
(friendship, 
courage) 
 

Infer the theme 
of text (might 
deal with 
important human 
problems and 
social issues or 
more challenging 
like war, cultural 
diversity).  

 



What Does That Look Like at Different Levels? 
Themes & Ideas 

 Q/R/S T/U V/W/X 

Infers the theme of 
text (problems of 
preadolescents, 
human problems, 
social issues, mature 
issues, cultural 
diversity, problems of 
society, war, hardship, 
economic issues) 
 
 

Infers the mature 
theme of text 
(problems of 
preadolescents, 
human problems, 
social issues, society 
issues (racism), 
cultural diversity, 
problems of society, 
war, hardship, 
economic issues).  
 

Infers the complex 
themes of text 
(human problems, 
war, hardship, racism, 
social class barriers, 
family issues, 
sexuality) 
 



Why Set Goals? 
Research of John Hattie (2009):  

 

Goals + teacher feedback = one of the biggest differences 

on student achievement and progress. 
 



What Does This Look Like in the Classroom? 
Every student has a clear goal, based on assessment data.  The student is 

aware of their goal, and the goal guides the teacher’s                                           

individualized instruction (conferences, small groups) 

 

Students are given time to practice strategies for this goal with                                           

the teacher in conferences and small groups, and independently                                          

as  they read their just-right leveled books.  

 

Student goals are visible during independent reading -                       a 

bookmark or page inside reading binder/notebook.  



What Is a Reading Strategy? 
● A reading strategy is a step-by-step procedure.   

● Strategy is a temporary scaffold.  



How Does This Look in the Classroom? 
1. Teacher sets goal (with student). 

2. Teach introduces one strategy at a time (one-on-one or small-group). 

3. Student practices strategy. 

4. Once secure in strategy a new strategy is taught. 

 

Students spend about 4-6 weeks working toward their goal. During that time 

they may have learned and practiced four to eight different strategies. 

 

Once a goal has been met, students receive a new goal or a higher level text - 

trying to transfer the new learning to the more complex text 
https://vimeo.com/55957324 

https://vimeo.com/55957324


Supporting Strategies with Visuals 
 Research shows when providing visuals to accompany any written text or 

speech the receiver is more likely to remember it.                                          (Mraz 

& Martinelli 2012, 2014) 

 



K-2 Examples 



K-2 Examples 
 



3-5 Examples 



3-5 





Thank you! 
Please feel free to look at examples of leveled texts, The Reading Strategies 

book, and sample demonstration notebooks! 


